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Trinity Tidings                                      September 2026
 

Summer’s End 
 

September will mark the end to our summer season. 
And yet, such a change will note the beginning of a 
new season at Trinity. On the first Sunday of the 
month, we will start the fall worship service schedule 
and welcome the return of the parish choir at the 
10:30 service.   
 
Rector’s Class – Episcopal 101: I will offer a 
class consisting of various sessions to begin in 
September about The Episcopal Church, its practice 
and history. Anyone who is interested in learning 
more about our faith tradition is welcome to attend. 
A sign-up form is posted on the bulletin board of 
Garland Hall. These sessions will be scheduled once 
the names of attendees are collected. Persons who 
complete this series will also be prepared for 
confirmation, reception, or renewal in the Church. 
    

                                                 --- Peace, James+ 
 

 

 

Prayer for the 
Bishop Search 

 

Gracious God, we give thanks for 
your loving care for the people of 
the Diocese of WNY and the 
members of the Bishop’s Search 
and Transition Committees. Give 
us wisdom and understanding as 
we discern your will.  

 

We ask for the gifts of honesty, to speak the truth in love; 
openness to the gifts and ideas of others and to the Holy 
Spirit; and willingness, to see your Light shining among 
us and on the path ahead. Prepare for our Diocese a 
bishop who will be a faithful pastor, and equip us for the 
ministries to which we are called in these changing times.  
 
Help us to love and serve your world and one another in 
the Spirit of Christ, trusting in you to be our steadfast 
helper and guide; let us pray to the Lord. AMEN. 

 
 
Important dates in September:  
 

Sunday Worship Services: 
  

Sept. 6 and 20: At 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 
Sept. 13 & 27: At 10:30 a.m.    
 
TECW Meeting: Saturday, Sept. 12, at 9:30 a.m.  
 
Vestry Meeting: Tuesday, Sept. 22, at 5:30 p.m. 
 
Knitting Group: Thursdays at 9:30 a.m.  
 
Book Club: Wednesday, Sept. 16. 

 
Parish Register 

 
Baptism 

 

Asher E. Sam  
June 27, 2026 

 
Joseph E. Sam  
June 27, 2026 
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+ + + 
 

Episcopal News Service 
 

In London, Kew Theology and 
Gardening project explores faith, 

nature, and climate   
www.episcopalnewsservice.org     

Posted: August 12, 2026 
By: Catherine Pepinster  

 
[Religion News Service] From the Garden of Eden to 
the Garden of Gethsemane, where Mary Magdalene 
mistook the risen Christ for a gardener, cultivated 
green spaces have long held a special place in 
Christianity. 
 
Now, in a corner of west London, England, an 
Anglican church is using its proximity to one of the 
most famous botanical gardens in the world, Kew 
Gardens, as a reason for a new venture linking 
theology and nature. St Anne’s Church launched a 
new charity, Kew Theology & Gardening, to help 
deepen people’s connection with nature, develop a 
theology of the environment and explore climate 
change. 
 
The project started small in 2024 with talks for the 
local community but has since expanded to 
sponsoring retreats, partly held in Kew Gardens and 
partly in St Anne’s. Now the charity is hosting major 
lectures. 
 
The most significant so far will be held this 
September, when Carmody Grey, professor of 
integral ecology at Radboud University in the 
Netherlands and a visiting professor at the London 
School of Economics, will talk on Sept. 30 on “What 
Are We Here For? Gardening and the Human 
Vocation” in the garden’s lecture theater. 
 
A previous lecture was given by then-director of 
gardens at Kew, Richard Barley, while another 
future lecture will be given by environmental 
biologist Martin J. Hodson, a visiting researcher at 
Oxford Brookes University. 
 
“In Britain gardening is just about the most popular 
activity there is,” said St Anne’s vicar, Giles Fraser. 
“People spend so much time with their hands in the 
soil. It’s how they connect with creation — and the 
story of creation began in a garden. 

“We garden on our knees, we pray on our knees. 
That’s the image I had in my mind when this 
started,” he added. 
 
Fraser, who is well-known as a broadcaster in 
Britain and has just completed a series on church-
going for BBC radio, said that his parish was keen to 
find more ways to connect with its neighbor, Kew 
Gardens, which is known throughout the world for 
its research and attracts millions of visitors every 
year. The connection between St. Anne’s and the 
gardens, the parish believes, will help people reflect 
not only on creation but on the environment and 
threats to it, such as climate change. 
 
The Kew Theology & Gardening project comes at a 
time when the Church of England is increasing its 
work on environmental matters. In July, the church 
published a major teaching document on care for 
creation called “Hope for All Creation: A Theological 
Response to the Environmental Crises.” 
 
The document argues that creation care is not an 
option but a core part of Christian belief and 
mission. It sees environmental action as an 
expression of hope and roots care for the planet in 
the biblical story of creation, redemption and 
renewal, structured around the themes “See, Reflect, 
Respond.” 
 
In their foreword to the document, Archbishop of 
Canterbury Sarah Mullally and Archbishop of York 
Stephen Cottrell say that “we inhabit a world 
groaning with the growing impact of the climate and 
environmental crises. Their scale is daunting, and 
the devastation and suffering they bring — to which 
more and more people are increasingly vulnerable, 
especially those in poverty — are growing in scale 
and intensity. We can feel powerless and 
overwhelmed in the face of these things and our 
fears for the future.” But they also write, “To care for 
creation in partnership with others, to show 
solidarity with the vulnerable, to be prophetic in 
speech and action on these issues — locally, 
nationally and globally — is to live out this faith and 
hope. It is an essential part of following Jesus and 
sharing the Gospel today.” 
 
The Church of England’s General Synod has also just 
approved a new annual Festival of Creation in Christ 
to be celebrated in Church of England churches on 
the first Sunday of September — traditionally a time 
when churches mark the harvest season, reminding 
people of both their responsibility for stewarding the 

http://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/
https://www.kewtheologyandgardening.org.uk/
https://www.churchofengland.org/media/news-and-press-releases/church-england-publishes-major-teaching-document-care-creation-synod-approves-new-annual-festival
https://www.churchofengland.org/media/news-and-press-releases/church-england-publishes-major-teaching-document-care-creation-synod-approves-new-annual-festival
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earth and to express thankfulness for God’s 
abundance. 
 
According to Grey, who is preparing her Kew lecture, 
humanity has two vocations that can be expressed in 
biblical terms: to be fruitful and multiply and to till 
and keep — both of which can be expressed through 
gardening. 
 
“Tilling and keeping and fruitfulness are defining 
marks of the human life and so are at the core of 
theological anthropology,” she said. “We have 
sometimes made too great a difference between 
beauty and utility, but these two aspects of life show 
how they are connected. We have children partly for 
survival but also as an expression of joy. The same is 
true of gardening — they overlap.” 
 
Grey also expressed concern that people do not 
appreciate the importance of plant life enough, 
citing the example of people being shown a photo of 
animals in a landscape. When asked to point out life 
in the photo, they almost always indicate the 
animals, and when shown a photo of a landscape, 
they almost always say there is nothing there. 
 
“The Bible highlights the importance of all life, 
including plant life, and the imagery of the tree is a 
key focus of the Bible,” she said. 
 
Kew Theology & Gardening has devised a walk called 
Stations of the Trees, based on the Christian 
devotion of Stations of the Cross, with each station 
or stopping point in the gardens focusing on a 
particular aspect of the environmental crisis. 
 
Among the stations is the carbon garden, focusing 
on the importance of carbon and problems 
associated with excessive carbon; boards 
highlighting Kew’s role in collecting seeds, with a 
reflection on the parable of the sower; and the rose 
garden, where prayers reminding pilgrims of the 
rosary are offered to Mary. Also included is a visit to 
olive trees, representing the Garden of Gethsemane, 
where Christ prayed with foreboding before he was 
arrested while his disciples slept. Pilgrims are urged 
to wake up and are given a prayer to say: 
 
On our watch, we reap what we have sown; on our 
watch, sea levels rise. On our watch forests are 
destroyed, and so now with tears in our eyes we look 
to you, with regret, with repentance. Knowing the 
difficult decades that we face as temperatures rise, 

as extinctions increase, as we come to terms with our 
existential plight. 
Kew Gardens has backed the Kew Theology & 
Gardening project. A spokeswoman said: “We are 
always happy that local communities are 
encouraging people to think about plants and the 
planet.” 
 
Kew Gardens and St. Anne’s Church also have 
historical connections. The Gardens were enriched 
by George III in the late 18th century, after his 
mother, Augusta, Princess of Wales, expanded the 
exotic gardens at Kew, and the park was adopted as 
a national botanic garden in 1840. George III also 
paid for St. Anne’s Church to be expanded around 
1770 and commissioned a private gallery for the 
royal family to be used when they were in residence 
at Kew Palace.  
 
Several botanist curators of Kew were buried at the 
church, including Sir Joseph Dalton Hooker, 
director of the gardens, who, with his Kew colleague 
George Bentham, created the major modern form of 
plant classification in the 19th century. 
 
 

+ + + 
 

Trinity Episcopal Church 

Vestry Minutes 
 

Please note: There was no vestry meeting during the 
month of August. Meeting minutes for July will be 
printed in the October edition of the newsletter. 
 
 

+ + + 
 

Parish Notes 
 

 

We welcome the return of 
our Chancel Choir  
this month at the  

10:30 a.m. service. 
 

Let us greet the new  
and returning choir 

members and student 
choristers! 
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Fall Worship Schedule 

 

The Fall Worship Schedule 
will begin on the first Sunday 

of the month, Sept. 6! 
 

 

• Please recall that the 8:00 a.m. service (Holy 
Eucharist, Rite One) will be held only on the 
first and third Sundays of each month.  

 
 
 

+ + + 
 

Coffee Hour 
 

Thank You to everyone 
who makes our fellowship 

time after our worship 
together so wonderful! 

 
We welcome contributions 
of baked goods for this 

event. They can be homemade or store bought. Also, 
there is a sign-up sheet on the kitchen counter if you 
wish to host a coffee hour. Thank you, again! 
 

                                                   --- The Kitchen Krew 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

A good time was had 
by all who stopped by 
during Farm Fest for a 
free hot dog lunch on 

the front lawn. 
 

A big Thank You to 
the Wilkins for 

preparing food and 
hosting this event! 

+ + + 

Lectionary Readings for 
September: www.lectionarypage.net  

Sunday, September 6 
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost: Proper 18 
Ezekiel 33:7-11 
Psalm 119:33-40 
Romans 13:8-14 
Matthew 18:15-20 
 

Sunday, September 13 
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost: Proper 19 
Genesis 50:15-21 
Psalm 103:1-13 
Romans 14:1-12 
Matthew 18:21-35 
 

Sunday, September 20 
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost: Proper 20 
Jonah 3:10-4:11 
Psalm 145:1-8 
Philippians 1:21-30 
Matthew 20:1-16 
 
Sunday, September 27 
Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost: Proper 21 
Ezekiel 18:1-4, 24-32 
Psalm 25:1-8 
Philippians 2:1-13 
Matthew 21:23-32 
 
 

September:  
 

Birthdays    

    4    Heather Gould Martin 
    7    Doug Erick 
    7    Hannah Rexford   
  17    Ethan Cooper 
  27    Matthew Rivera 
  28   Bridget Russell 
 

Wedding Anniversaries  

  18    Byron and Abby Rexford 
 

In Memoriam 

  12    Arlene Maytum  

  
 

 

TECW 
 

Meeting:  
September 12, at 9:30 a.m.  

in Garland Hall 
 

 
  

http://www.lectionarypage.net/
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Trinity Episcopal Church 
11 Day Street; P.O. Box 467 
Fredonia, NY  14063 
Office: 716-679-7901    
Website: www.trinitychurchwny.org  
 
Parish Clergy and Staff 
The Revd. James Clement, Rector 
        Email: rector(at)trinitychurchwny.org 
Donald Fellows, Organist 
Sara Jagoda, Custodian 

 

The Vestry of the Parish 
Melisa Eichmann, Sr. Warden 
Jake Wilkins, Jr. Warden 
Ann Sullivan 
Cathy Berner 
Janiel Rey 
Virginia Becker, Treasurer  
                   
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
Holy Cross Day    September 14  

Almighty God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ was lifted high 
upon the cross that he might draw the whole world to himself: 
Mercifully grant that we, who glory in the mystery of our 
redemption, may have grace to take up our cross and follow him; 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in 
glory everlasting. Amen. 
                                                    Book of Common Prayer, pg. 244 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.trinitychurchwny.org/
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Trinity Episcopal Church 
11 Day Street; P.O. Box 467 
Fredonia, New York  14063 
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“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ”    
                                                                                                   Ephesians 1:2 

 


